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Cameroon 


National Speaker Back From PRC, DPRK 
AB1805204889 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] The speaker of the National Assembly, Honorable 
Lawrence Fonka Shang, has returned to Yaounde follow- 
ing visits to the People’s Republic of China and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. While in China, 
the speaker of the House, who was heading a parliamen- 
tary delegation, visited the port cities of Shangsi, Guang- 
zhou, and i, including the capital, Beijing. Hon 
Fonka Shang held talks in the Chinese capital with his 
Chinese counterpart, Wan Li. The Cameroon parliamen- 
tary delegation was also briefed on China’s new reform 
policies and opening up to the rest of the world. 


While in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the 
speaker and his delegation visited parliament, the 
Nampo dam, and were later granted audience by Presi- 
dent Kim Il-song. The North Korean leader hoped that 
the visit would strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
solidarity between Pyongyang and Yaounde. At the end 
of the visit, Hon Fonka Shang exchanged views with the 
chairman of the standing committee of the Supreme 
People's Assembly, Mr Yang Hyong-sop, on the struc- 
tures and functioning of parliament in both countries. 


Equatorial Guinea 


First Presidential Elections Slated for 25 Jun 
AB1805 102089 Paris AFP in French 1801 GMT 
17 May 89 


[Text] Libreville, 17 May (AFP)—Presidential elections 
will be heid in Equatorial Guinea on 25 June this year, for 
the first time in that country’s history. This was learned 
from a diplomatic source in Libreville (Gabon) today. No 
precise information was, however, available on the way the 
election is to be organized or the modalities of the ballot. 
Equatorial Guinea, which became independent on 12 
October 1968 after 190 years of Spanish colonization, first 
suffered the bloody dictatorship of is first president, Fran- 
cisco Macias Nguema, who was overthrown on 3 August 
1979 by his nephew, Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo. 
Obiang Nguema, who was confirmed as president by a 
referendum on 2 August 1982 for a 7-year term, caused a 
constitution to be adopted cn 15 August of the same year 
providing for a return to a civilian government and pres- 
idential elections with universal suffrage, after a transi- 
tional period of 7 years. 


Following the overthrow of Macias Nguema, all political 
groupings had been abolished and on 3 August 1987, 
President Obiang Nguema created the Democratic Party 
of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE—a sole party), a step 
which he said was in line with “the democratization 
process.” Since coming to power, Obiang Nguema’s 
government has experienced three coup attempts, the 
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last of which took place in July 1986 and led to the arrest 
among others of the vice prime minister and uncle of the 
head of state, Lieutenant Colonel Fructuoso Mba Onana. 


Joint Commission With Morocco Meets 
AB1805094589 Malabo Domestic Service 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 17 May 89 


[Joint communique issued in Malabo on 16 May follow- 
ing Equatorial Guinea-Morocco joint commission’s sec- 
ond session held in Malabo from 15 to 16 May] 


[Text] In accordance with Article 4 of the Equatorial 
Guinea- Morocco commission for economic, technical, 
and cultural cooperation (?set up) in Rabat on 7 Decem, 
ber [date indistinct], the second session of the commis- 
sion was held from 15 to 16 May 1989 in Malabo. The 
Equatorial Guinean delegation was led by Hilario Nsue 
Alene, minister of planning and economic development, 
while (Ibn Rasoudi), minister delegate to the Moroccan 
prime minister in charge of the Ministry of Plan, headed 
his country’s delegation. 


During his visit, the Moroccan minister was received by 
President Obiang-Nguema Mbasogo, head of state and 
founding chairman of the Democratic Party of Equato- 
rial Guinea, Marceline Nguema Onguene, minister of 
state in charge of foreign affairs and cooperation, and by 
the minister of planning and economic development. 


After approving the agenda for the meeting, the two 
heads of delegation reviewed bilateral cooperation in all 
fields and took stock of achievements made since the last 
session of the commission. They reaffirmed their desire 
to strengthen this cooperation according to the will and 
instructions of the leaders of the two countries. To 
reactivate bilateral cooperation, they stressed the need 
for more attention to such sectors as transportation, 
commerce, finance, banking, training of personnel, voca- 
tional training, health, planning, and deep-sea fishing. 


At the end of the deliberations, the two heads of d??eg- 
ation sYgned agrecmfnt9 on cooperation in the sectors of 
deep-sea fishing, and tourism, as well as the final docu- 
ments of the second session. They expressed the hope 
that this session would contribute toward the develop- 
ment and diversification of bilateral cooperation as well 
as the strengthening of the existing relations of solidarity 
and friendship. 


The two sides expressed satisfaction with the atmosphere 
of fraternity and friendship that prevailed during the 
deliberations at which the situation in the subregion and 
in the world was also discussed. The Moroccan delega- 
tion thanked the head of state, the Equatorial Guinean 
Government, people, and party for the warm and frater- 
nal reception accorded it during its stay in Malabo. 


Issued in Malabo on 16 May 1989. 


19 May 1989 
Gabon 
Opposition Figure Returns After 12-Year Exile 
AB1405082289 Paris AFP in English 0807 GMT 
14 May 89 


[Text] Libreville, May 14 (AFP)—A senior figure in 
Gabon’s leading opposition movement, Father Paul 
M’Ba Abessolo, returned here Sunday [14 May] after an 
exile lasting more than 12 years. 


Father Abessolo, president of the National Revival 
Movement (Morena) was accompanied by secretary of 
State and intelligence services “coordinator” Samuel 
M’Baye. 


Father Abessolo, 50, has a meeting lined up with Presi- 
dent Omar Bongo, reliable sources said. 


Other exiled members of Morena were expected to 
return shortly, the same sources said. 


Morena emerged in the 1970s as the main opposition 
force to President Bongo’s one-party system. Its miii- 
tants advocated the establishment of a multi-party 
democracy, denounced corruption and the president's 
wide personal powers. 


In 1982, 13 Morena militants were sentenced to 20 years 
hard labour on state security charges. Sixteen other 
militants also received prison terms. All have now been 
released and at least one Morena member has defected to 
the ruling Democratic Party. 


A reliable source said Father Abessolo, who left Gabon 
in December 1976, had asked to be allowed to say 
Whitsuntide mass at a church in Libreville. 


President Bongo has always rejected any \¢2o! ations 
with [passage indistinct] 1985. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


However he has managed to rally several senior mem- 
bers of the movement, one of whom is now a presidential 
adviser and another the director of a co.apany. 


In November 1986, President Bongo proclaimed a gen- 
eral amnesty under which all politr-al detainees were 
released. 


Over the years, Morena’s power base in Gabon jas 
shrunk steadily leaving the movement's leadership vir- 
tually isolated in Paris. The movement is still active 
however and in February Father Abessolo presented the 
new Morena executive committee to the press reiterating 
demands for a multi-party system in Gabon. 


Four days later a Gabonese civilian airline's pilot, 

Antoine Meyo- Mendoutoume, Morena’s “foreign min- 

ister” was briefly detained for questioning in Libreville. 
Greets Abessolo 


Bongo 
AB1805 121889 Dakar PANA in French 0920 GMT 
18 May 89 


{Text} Libreville, 18 May (AGP-GAB/PANA)—Gabonese 
Head of State Omar Bongo yesterday received the chair- 
man of the Movemeni for National Redress (MORENA, 
banned opposition), Mba Abessolo, who arrived on Sun- 
day [14 May] in Libreville. 


In a short statement to the press after the audience, Mba 
Abessolo said that “the time for insults is past” and that 
it is now proper to find a system in which everyone 
should feel involved, namely multiparty politics which, 
according to him, can be practised in Gabon. He added 
that “there is the need to prepare people’s mentalities. 
Multiparty politics cannot be declared overnight,” he 
explained. 


Mba Abessolo expressed satisfaction with the similarity 
of views he shared with President Bongo “on many 
issues,” indicating that his opposition is in reaction to a 
“specific situation” namely the need to seek the welfare 
of the country. “I am not a systematic or professional 
opponent,” he concluded. 
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Fthicpia 


Mengistu Delivers Address to Nation 
LD1805 200989 Addis Ababa Ethiopian Television 
Service in English 1900 GMT 18 May 89 


Text of Speech 
LDi805212589 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1817 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Dear working people of Ethiopia, our heroic 
revolutionary forces: As has been repeatedly confirmed 
by our revolution, the true desire of the people, above 
everything else, is the pres::rvation of unity and freedom. 
There is no better evidence of this than the living 
monument which exists in the form of the invincibility 
of the Ethiopian people in ti:eir strong wish for unity and 
freedom even though the Ethiopian people, who are the 
owners of one of the oldest civilizations in the world, 
have been under the yoke of the backward feudal system, 
which has been an obstacle to (struggle) for centuries. As 
a matter of history, there was never a time when they 
gave up the freedom of their country and their human 
dignity. Apart from engaging in the process of preserving 
the freedom of the country, they have managed, through 
their revolution, to build a popular system whereby they 
can — themselves and can fully determine their 
own fate. 


While the sons of Ethiopia, who are the pioneers in this 
great objective, struggle in various fields, certain indi- 
viduals, blinded by self-interest and without a care for 
history, country and compatriots, conspired, together 
with declared enemies of Ethiopia, to create obstacles to 
the popular development process. 
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Since it is no secret to the people who said what and who 
has been seen to be what they were not, and where they 
are now, it is not necessary to elaborate further at this 
time 


hatched by a few generals and was an attempt to form a 
military regime, which they believed would ad vance 
their interests. The foiling of this attempt was a )nani- 
festation of the true popular objectives. It will be recalled 
that the few traitors in the central part of the coum:y 
who acted with a lack of foresight and greed for power to 
disrupt the popular system, set up by the people, have 
been crushed by the decisive action of the sons of the 
people, who stood firm for the unity of the country and 
preservation of the revolution. 


A few of the conspiracy’s collaborators attempted to 
continue the betrayal in the northern parts of our coun- 
try, where danger to the existence of our homeland has 
lingered. Even though their attempt failed, all the leading 
conspirators and their followers have hidden in the 
northern part of our country, in particular in Asmera and 
have continued to commit acts which are contrary to our 
(?independence). Above all, in the name of the broad 
masses of Ethiopia and led by our revolutionary Army, 
neglecting the noble sacrifices made for our unity and 
freedom, they reached an agreement with anti-unity and 
anti-popular forces. 


Is the objective for which the Ethiopian people and our 
revolutionary Army have been making great sacrifices, 
to dismember Eritrea and expand the anti-peace terror 
created in tigray? Undoubtedly, the firm desire of the 
entire population is to overcome all destructive tenden- 
cies and reinstate a democracy wherein justice prevails. 


A very few generals, who forgot their commitments, 
committed a shameful act. However, this will not soil the 
prestigious history which has been inscribed in the blood 
of our revolutionary Army. 


[Text] It is clear that foiling the attempt by the traitors, 
who, by conspiring, violently killed the defense minister, 
to whom fell the great responsibility of preserving the 
unity of the country, through our heroic revolutionary 
Army, has been a great relief to genuine nationals, who 
love their country and those who stand for justice and 
humanity. 


Since then, one of the main organs of our revolutionary 
Army—carrying great responsibility on the front where 
the secessionists (?were) (?weakening) the unity of our 
country—the Second Revolutionary Army which stood 
firm has today crushed the traitors who mutinied against 
their leadership and has brought the situation under full 
control. 


I feei proud and honored to announce to my compatriots 
that our second revolutionary Army has crushed the 
traitors who organized bloodshed instead of victory and 
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prepared general terror and strife which could have 
plunged our motherland into great danger. Accordingly. 
the great cloud of destruction which hung overhead has 
been dispersed. 


This heroic deed, which is an expression of an unwaver- 
ing popular stance, is another practical expression of our 
revolutionary army's [word indistinct]. Our Second Rev- 
olutionary Army, in addition to the sacrifices it has 
already made and the victories it has won, has now 
transformed the very dangerous situation brought into 
being 3 days ago. The proud contribution that Army 
made will be remembered for ever and given the chapter 
it deserves in history on safeguarding our country’s unity 
and popular objectives. 


Dear compatriots, those who have subjected the people's 
interests and true objectives to their own individual 
interests even tried to link the name of the people with 
the fulfillment of their covert objectives. However, the 
Ethiopian people's intelligence and alertness are not as 
low as they expected. It is therefore possible to assess the 
traitors aims and identities easily. 


Inasmuch as we have laid down encouraging foundations 
during the past years of the revolution to free our 
country from backwardness an enable it to advance, we 
understand that many social problems remain which we 
must solve. As we represent the people, it is not difficult 
to understand this problem. We do not have the [words 
indistinct] to alleviate the social problems accumulated 
over centuries. it is evident to those who sincerely 
evaluate situations how difficult it is to construct an 
economy in the context of trying to rcsolve obstacles put 
in the way by internal and external opposition forces 
trying to cripple our popular objectives. However, if we 
preserve ou unity, stand firm for our objectives with 
patriotism and struggle and work with unity of purpose 
we shall certainly succeed. Anyone striving to serve 
covert interests will be betrayed by his actions. 


It is my wish that the working people of Ethiopia who 
have realized that the journey of history is always 
forwards will advance forward with this glorious history 
which is inscribed by action and will promote their 
development process. Ethiopia first! 


Foreign Minister Assures of Calm 
AB1905 130589 Paris AFP in English 1245 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Excerpt] Addis Ababa, May 19 (AFP)}—Ethiopian For- 
eign Minister Berhanu Bayeh assyred the diplomatic 
community here Friday that the country was calm and 
“everything under control” following the failure of a 


generals’ revolt here. 
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President Mengistu Haile Mariam, who Wednesday cut 
short a visit to East Germany, appealed on television late 
Thursday to say government forces had “smashed” a 
military rebellion and regained control of the Eritrean 
capital of Asmera. 


Rebels held out in Asmera after the failure of a coup 
attempt in Addis Ababa on Tuesday, launched hours 
after the president's departure for East Berlin. Mr Ber- 
hanu said the situation was also fully under control in 
Eritrea. 


“The people and the revolutionary Armed Forces are 
solidly behind the party and the government,” Mr Ber- 
hanu said, adding that the Air Fo>7e, which was strongly 
implicated in the attempted coup, now had a “com- 
pletely new command structure.” 


Air Force Commander General Amha Desta and Chief 
of Staff General Merid Negussie were among the first 
casualties of the aborted coup attempt. They were said to 
have (been) killed by government forces while resisting 
arrest. 


Mr Berhanu described the coup leaders as being “self- 
centered, power-hungry individuals.” [passage omitted] 


Renewed Near Addis Ababa Reported 
AB 1905093789 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 19 May 89 


[Excerpts] Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
has announced that his troops have quashed the Eritrean 
rebellion, but it is difficult to know exactly what the real 
Situation is in that country which was completely iso- 
lated 2 days after an attempted military coup d'etat 
whose outcome remains uncertain. There are reports of 
renewed fighting near Addis Ababa. the capital, despite 
the authorities’ claims that the situation has returned to 
normal, and all channels of communication between the 
country and the outside world have been disrupted. 
(Michel Saidou) reports from Nairobi. 


[Saidou] The rebel soldiers got the support of the fighters 
of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front in the north of 
the country. Some of the soldiers opposed to President 
Mengistu took control of Asmera town, the capital of 
Eritrea and Eritrean radio has announced a 2-week 
cease-fire to permit soldiers opposed to the regime to 
finish off with President Mengistu Haile Mariam. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Fighting was reported this morning between rebel sol- 
diers and forces still loyal to the president at the Debri 
Zeit Air Base near Addis Ababa. There is confusion over 
the outcome of the events. One thing is certain: the 
military rebellion has so far not been quashed as the 
government claims. [end recording] 
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Shooting Reported 18 May 
LD1805 171689 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1528 GMT 18 May 89 


Pe ieemn eel nty Seana e 

Addis Ababa, in particular at the Defense Ministry 
Headquarters and the old airport. In most parts, heavy 
fighting, with tanks and artillery, which has shaken 
houses, has been heard. 


The situation in Addis Ababa is tense. The airport is 
closed and important buildings are surrounded by tanks. 
There is no movement, except by the military. There is 
intensive security at city entrances, and houses are being 
searched. 


Airport, Communications Functional 
AB1905081589 Paris AFP in French 0754 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Text] Nairobi, 19 May (AFP)}—The situation has 
become “normal” today in the Ethiopian capital, and the 
Addis Ababa Bole International Airport has been 
reopened to domestic flights, 3 days after the attempted 
military coup d'etat, according 10 diplomatic sources in 
Addis Ababa. 


Troops were still being deployed in the streets of the 
Ethiopian capital this morning but no gunshots were 
heard during the night, these sources stated. 


The Bole Airport has been reopened but iniernational 
flights will only resume tomorrow, it was specified. The 
airport was closed down on 17 May, a day after the 
attempted coup d'etat. 


Furthermore, telex and telephone communications were 
restored this morning between Addis Ababa and Nairobi, 
the largest telecommunications center of East Africa. 


The Ethiopian foreign minister, Berhanu Bayeh, has 
convened a meeting of ambassadors accredited to the 
Ethiopian capital and a communique is expected to be 
issued. 


TANJUG Reports Arrests in Coup Aftermath 
LD1905054189 Belgrade TANJUG in English 0428 
GMT 19 May 89 


[By Radomir Sekulovic] 


{Text} Addis Ababa, May 19 (TANJUG)}—At least three 
hundred officers of various ranks of the Ethiopian Air 
force, Army and police have been arrested in the past 24 
hours in Addis Ababa after the recent attempted coup. 


One of those arrested is industry minister and former Air 
Force commander Major-General Fanta Belay, hero of 
the 1977-78 Somali-Ethiopian war. 
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The ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY ENA has reported 
that those arrested included several other generals— 


conspirators. 


It remains unclear exactly what has happened to deputy 
commander of the Second Ethiopian army stationed in 
the northern province of Eritrea, Kome Lachew [name as 
received]. 


Brigadier-General Lachew participated in a conspirators 
meeting in the Defence Ministry. 


Although the Presidential Brigade, which is loyal to 
President Mengistu Haile Miriam, surrounded the min- 
istry working in close cooperation with elite police units, 
Lachew has vanished into thin air. Brigadier-General 
Adis Abeba, [name as received] commander of the 
General Headquarters Operational Department, disap- 


peared in a similar manner. 


It has been learned that Adis Abeba shot dead 
with a pistol Defence Minister Haifle Giorgis, who had 
tried to dissuade the conspirators from staging the coup 
attempt. 


Kome Lachews name is linked with an “operational 
failure” in the conspirators plans to overthrow Mengistu. 
Lachew was to have commanded a batallion flown into 
Addis Ababa’s international airport by three transport 
aircraft from as far as Asmera in Eritrea. 


The batallion sat in the planes in vain awaiting orders for 
an action it had no inkling about. After the Defence 
Miitstry, where the conspirators were mecting, was 
surrounded, the troops inside the aircraft los their last 
chance to find out what was to have been tiscir objective. 


Lachew was not the only memeber of the Second Army 
to participate in the conspiracy. The army in Eritrea has 
occupied the state radio station in Asmera, came out in 
support of the coup and is broadcasting anti-Mengistu 
messages. 


The Second Army is under the command of General 
Demisie Bultu [name as received]. His command signed 
the leaflets dropped from a light aircraft into central 
Addis Ababa early yesterday morning. The leaflets mes- 
sage contains seven points and lays the blame for the 
continuation of the senseless civil war in Eritrea entirely 


on Mengistu. 


The leafiet also calls for the establishment of a govern- 
ment of national unity with the participation of insur- 
gents from Tigr+y and Eritrea. 


{(Asmaron)) In Asmera, they have full control of the city, 
have full contcol of the airport, they have full 
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[Bodger] As far as you know, was there any fighting 
during this mutiny in Asmera? 


[Asmaron) Oh, not at all. 


[Bodger] Have you, the EPLF, been in contact with the 
troops in Asmera? 


we have today, on the | 8th, we have declared a unilateral 
cease-fire starting today for 2 weeks, and we will take any 
measures in accordance to the circumstances 


which they have controlled in Asmera, saying that they 
are willing for a peaceful solution of the conflict; they are 
ing for the necessary measures to alleviate the suffer- 


[Bodger} So it sounds like although the troops have 


{(Asmaron]}) They are not joining forces at this moment 
with us. 


[Bodger}] What if troops loyal to President Mengistu 
launchec an attack on the mutinous troops in Asmera: 
Would you join forces with them and fight together? 


{(Asmaron]}) It depends on the situation. These are 
answers which would be given in accordance to what 
happens in the future. Future developments will tell. But 
as | said again and again, the EPLF has clearly stated: It 
is ready and willing to give any kind of concrete support 
to the military which has mutinied in Eritrea to achieve 
its objective. [end recording] 

ty hae werner bert oy 
LD1805 173589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Amharic 1532 GMT 18 May 89 


{Text} [Announcer] Listeners, we now present you with 
the third, timely statement by the EPLF [Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front}: 
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Shooting has started in and around Asmera among the 
Ethiopian Army. Therefore, we call on ail members of 
the EPLF People’s Army and Territorial Army to be 
alert, and to continue to monitor the situation. 


We invite the Ethiopian Army commarders and troops 
in Eritrea, who are waging an anti-Dergue struggle, to 
make use of the entire area under the control of the 
EPLF as a fallback zone. 


Ethiopian Army, which is waging an anti-Dergue 
gle, not to lose hope, and fight on to the last, so that it can 
implement its plans. 

Victory to the broad masses. 


[dated] 18 May 1989 


i 


Army Kills Rebel Commander 
LD1905113189 Aads Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] The 2d Revolutionary Army, which is determined 
tO maintain territorial integrity and carries 
national responsibility, has smashed those who collabo- 
rated with the few generals who attempted to overthrow 
the government. The 2d Revolutionary Army has shown 
that it stands for the protection of the homeland and for 
the peace and well-being of the broad masses. 


In a statement made on Voice of Ethiopia radio in 
Asmera the army stated that it sacrificed lives, in diffi- 


In the action the army killed Major-General Demise 
Bulto, commander of the 2d Revolutionary Army, and 
his few accomplices. 


More on Demise Balto's Death 
AB1905092589 Paris AFP in English 0846 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Excerpt] Addis Ababa, May 19 (AFP)}—The revolt of 
the generals against the regime of Ethiopia's President 


Radio Asmera, retaken by loyal troops and monitored by 
the BBC, said a total of six generals had died. [passage 
omitted] 
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Some generals have reportedly been arrested while oth- 
ers remain “on the run.” 


The death of General Bulto was announced over Asmara 
Radio Friday by loyal troops of the Eritrea-based Second 
Army, after taking control of the radio station, which the 
rebels seized Wednesday. 


I, was not known how many supporters of the coup plot 
were arrested or killed in Asmera, nor the number of 
troops involved in the counter-offensive. 


Reports here said government forces used paratroopers 
and mechanised bridages to retake the town. The second 
Army comprises |2 battalions of 150,000 men, roughty 
half of the entire Armed Forces. 


Major-General Demise, an officer in the former imperial 
bodyguards of Emperor Haile Selassie, like most of the 

who took part in the aborted coup, had the 
reputation of being popular with the Army rank and file. 


He had a distinguished military career and served as 
crammander of Ethiopian troops in the east and north of 


it had fouled the plot before midnight Tuesday. 


international flights were due to resume Saturday. 


Exiled Government on Gonder, Harer Rebdelilions 
ABI805 183389 Paris AFP in French 1812 GMT 


18 May 89 
ext] London, 18 May (AFP)}—The military uprising i 


of Gonder (northwest of the country) and Harer (in the 
east) have joined the forces that rebelled (?against) [words 
indistinct} in London a communique of the “imperial 
federal and democratic Ethiopian government” in exile 
Fighting is continuing at the Debre Zeit Air Base, near 
Addis Ababa. the communique stated. Amha Selassie. son 
of the Emperor Haile Selassie, hailed the (?uprising and 
called on) the forces that have remained loyal to the regime 
eee eee 
useless to the Ethiopian people.” 
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ties on the international front too. Since the advent of 
Gorbach<v, the Kremlin seems to have cooled its rela- 
tions with the Addis Abeba regime. 

Mengistu agreed to discuss these problems that curb his 
country’s development in this conversatson—one of the 
rare exclusive interviews granted by the Ethiopian 


[Da Costa} The latest WPE congress came out in favor of 
economic reforms. Is this restructuring? 
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where land fit for cultivation is very limited, and this has 


[Mengistu] Yes. The plan willg  ~*d > ruse it is part 
of a development strategy. In | >. - wsde no settle- 
ments but this year we intend io transfe: 60,000 people. 
The method has changed, however. Now we do things 


F 
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Mengistu] The reiaons that we maintain with the 
ict Union are trade relations. And our friendship 
toward that country does not permit us to consider other 


cooperation must not be mere charity. We sim; ly expect 
the West to dispiay goodwill, to be better i and 
to make positive proposals in our regard. Basically, at the 
economic level, our demands are no different from those 
of the other Third World countnes. 


your relations with the United States? 
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{Meigistu] We have long maintained friendly relations 
with \he United States. Of course Washington has not yet 
accepted the Ethiopian revolution. But our relations 
should progress under the new President. We will do our 
utmost to ensure that they do. Sooner or later we should 
sit around a negotiating table to resolve the disputes that 
divide us. 


{Da Costa] Thanks to Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy, 
progress is being made toward an end to regional con- 
flicts in Africa too. To what extend could this new 
ee order influence the situation in the Horn of 
Africa? 


[Mengistu] It is inappropriate to talk in terms of regional 
conflicts in the Horn of Africa. The conflict between 
Ethiopia and Somalia was caused by the latter’s coloni- 
zation and irredentist ambitions. The conclusion of the 3 
April 1988 peace agreement is the result not of detente 
but of direct relations between our two countries and was 
achieved without any outside involvement. Under this 
agreement Somalia formally recognized Ethiopia’s terri- 
torial integrity. Initially we withdrew our respective 
troops from our shared borer, released prisoners, mod- 
erated ali hostile propaganda, and restored diplomatic 
relations. Subsequently we created a joint committee at 
Foreign Ministry level, which has already met several 
times. Only the border issue has not yet been discussed, 
but this should happen soon in Addis Ababa at a meeting 
of this committee that will also broach the economic and 
social progress of the two peoples, bound by culture and 
history. 


[Da Costa] The Tigre Liberation Front and that of 
Eritrea have rejected the administrative structure 
adopted in September 1987 under the new constitution: 
autonomy for Tigre and the establishment of new admin- 
istrative regions. What do you intend to do to restore 
peace in the North of the country? 


[Mengistu] The Eritrean rebels are pursuing a policy of 
secession even though the Ethiopians are making consid- 
erable efforts to grant them genuine autonomy and thus 
to win the support and sympathy of the local popula- 
tions. Furthermore they have rejected the measures 
envisaged by the constitution approved in a referendum 
by 87 percent of the Eritrean population. If they had 
rejected only the new administrative system, it would 
have been possible to formulate another. The real prob- 
lem is that they say “no” to the constitution. 


{Da Costa] What exactly is envisaged by the new auton- 
omy? 


[Mengistu}] The autonomous region of Eritrea will be 
able io issue laws—a power hitherto held only by the 
national Shengo, our legislative assembly. In other 
words, the Eritrean autonomous government will have 
the powers of a real government. The only limits on its 
authority will regard defense, foreign policy, and the 
right to issue currency. 
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[Da Costa] Does Ethiopia still consider itself a strong- 
hold besieged by the Arab world? 


{Mengistu] The Arabs’ position is not consistent. We 
have poor relations only with the countries that maintain 
toward us a racist attitude supported by their petrodol- 
lars. If the Eritreans are still fighting it is because they are 
helped financially by those countries. 


[Da Costa] With which countries do you have good 
relations? 


{Mengistu] With North Yemen, Democratic Yemen, 
Egypt, Syria, and Algeria. 


[Da Costa] What about Saudi Arabia? 


[Mengistu] It falls within the category of countries that 
worry us, such as Iraq. 


[Da Costa] Why did Ethiopia not respond when the PLO 
proclaimed the establishment of a Palestinians state? 


[Mengistu] We have always supported the Palestinians’ 
independence struggle, but the Middle East problems are 
very complex, so we are studying the Palestinian state 
issue, but without being in any hurry to announce our 
position. 


[Da Costa] Ethiopia—the land of the Queen of Sheba 
and King Solomon—has always had affinities with 
Israel... 


[Mengistu] Unlike certain Arab countries, Israel repre- 
sents no direct problems for us. We severed diplomatic 
relations in 1967 but things have changed a great deal 
since then and we could now revise our decisions. 


{Da Costa] Israeli Prime Minister Shamir has spoken of 
the possibility of another emigration of the Falashas— 
Ethiopia’s Jews—following that of 15,000 in 1984... 


{Mengistu] The Falashas are in every way Ethiopian and 
we do not want them to continue emigrating to Israel. 
The very fact of asking them to leave Ethiopia consti- 
tutes interference in our internal affairs. 


Tanzania 


Soviet Passenger Plane Lands in Dar Es Salaam 


‘Disturbances’ During Flight 
MB1905083089 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] A Soviet passenger plane landed at Dar es Salaam 
Airport, Tanzania due to disturbances during the flight. 


FBIS-AFR-89-096 
19 May 1989 


New agencies have cited a spokesman for Tanzania’s 
Transportation Ministry as saying that the plane was on 
a flight from Angola to the USSR when two passengers 
began fighting near Dar es Salaam Airport. The source 
did not give the identity of the two passengers nor their 
nationality. 


RSA ‘Agents’ Arrested 
AB1905115789 Paris AFP in French 1051 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Text] Harare, 19 May (AFP)}—Two South African 
agents yesterday tried to hijack a Soviet Aeroflot plane 
flying from Luanda to Dar es Salaam to Johannesburg. 
The plane had 174 African National Congress (ANC) 
members aboard, the Zimbabwe national radio pointd 
out. According to the radio, the two pirates were over- 
powered by Soviet security agents on board the plane 
and were arrested after the plane had landed at the 
airport of the Tanzanian capital. 


(In Dar es Salaam, reports announced today that two 
passengers who probably tried to hijack a Soviet Aeroflot 
company plane plying between Luanda and Dar es 
— yesterday, had been arrested in the Tanzanian 
capital). 


In Lusaka, a spokesman of the ANC, interviewed today 
by AFP about this incident said “* that it was not an 
attempted hijacking” and added that he was awaiting 
details from the ANC office in Dar es Salaam. 
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In the Zimbabwean capital, this incideint is being con- 
nected with the announcement by ANC on 18 January 
that it was going to withdraw its guerrillas from their 
bases in Angola in connection with the New York 
Agreement on South Africa. 


The ANC did not indicate at that time where their forces 
will be sent to, but Tanzania and Ethiopia were cited by 
experts as the two countries likely to receive the guerril- 
las from Angola, estimated to be about 1,400 men. 


2 Passengers Said Injured 
MB1905 113489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Two people were injured, one seriously, in an 
apparent hijacking attempt on board a Soviet Aeroflot 
airliner from Angola to Tanzania. The Dar es Salaam 
newspaper UHURU said the pilot of the plane had told 
the control tower while approaching Dar es Salaam that 
there had been an attempt to hijack the plane by uniden- 
tified persons. Earlier reports said that the aircraft had 
been carrying ANC members on their way to the Soviet 
Union for training in terrorism. UHURU said the 
hijackers were believed to have been overpowered by 
security guards inside the plane. A hand grenade had 
been found on board. 
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Viok Predicts ANC to Election 
MB1905 100889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0939 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Parliament May 19 SAPA—The ANC, UDF, 
COSATU and other organisations would do everything 
in their power to disrupt the coming election because a 
peaceful and democratic election for five million people 
did not fit in with their plans for South Africa, the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, said today. 


“Intimidation, threats and unrest will come as sure as we 
are sitting here,” he said during the budget debate. 


ANC leader Mr Oliver Tambo had said Parliament 
should be replaced by a “peoples parliament.” 


“The same as people’s courts and people’s power which 
has left a trial of blood over the length and breadth of the 
country. This is nothing more than a government by 
violence—a dictatorship by leftist radical revolutionar- 
ies,” 


There were already signs of intimidation by people from 
the left and the right. 


Warns of ANC’s ‘Two Images’ 
MB1905 104489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1014 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Parliament May 19 SAPA—The ANC disguised 
its true character by projecting two images: One of a 
friendly, good natured group of South Africans who 
longed to come home, and the other of a group of 
unscrupulous, power-crazy fanatics who cold-bloodedly 
planned the death of innocent people, the minister of law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, said today. 


Speaking in the second reading budget debate, he said 
the ANC was bluffing the people who had visited the 
Organisation in Lusaka and found its members cordial. 


“They deceive you openly and are actually laughing at 
you.” He said it was obvious that the ANC still had no 
intention of abandoning the path of violence. If they did 
do so they could return to South Africa like hundreds of 
others, and could help to build towards a democratic 
South Africa. 


He appealed to the co-leader of the Democratic Party 
[DP], Mr Wynand Malan, and other members of the 
party to stop misleading voters about the intentions of 
the ANC. 


When people walked the road to Lusaka, which now 
appeared to be the “in” thing, they should ask with 
which face of the ANC was talking to them. 


“You can never be sure, except for one thing and that is 
they regard people and use them purely as pawns in their 
attempts to reach their goal in South Africa.” 
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Mr Vlok said acts of violence in South Africa would not 
stop in South Africa until the ANC and its compatriots 
abandoned its campaign of violence. 


“It must abandon violence visibly and earnestly and not 
to use all sorts of tricks and dodges which have now 
become the order of the day.” 


He said the DP was trying to set itself up as the rescuers 
of the country and its leader, Mr Malan was trying to 
make out that his actions would free the country from 
ANC violence. 


“Nothing could be be further from the truth.” 


In spite of claims by Mr Malan that incidents of violence 
had lessed ince his talks with the ANC, statistics in fact 
showed that there had been an increase in the number of 
acts of terror. 


When Mr Vlok asked whether Mr Malan condoned 
attacks on policemen and inembers of the security forces, 
Mr Malan said from his seat, “definitely not”. 


And when asked whether he had discussed these types of 
attacks with the ANC, Mr Malan said “yes”. 


Government Considers Lifting State of 
MB1805065 189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0650 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town May 18 SAPA—The government was 
in the process of considering whether it was advisable or 
justifiable to lift the state of emergency, the Minister of 
Information, Mr Stoffel van de: Merwe, said today. 


Speaking at a press conference to launch the national 
management system, he said the process of consideration 
of whether to end the state of emergency could not be 


pre-empted. The present state of emergency expires on 
June 12. 


Defense Force Chief Views Effects of Emergency 
MB1805 171089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] The chief of the Defense Force, General Jan 
Geldenhuys, says the emergency regulations have 
+<ought about relative stability in the country, although 
there is still a revolutionary climate. Speaking at the 
opening of a security conference at the Institute of 
Strategic Studies in Pretoria, Gen Geldenhuys referred 
to the government’s decision to review the emergency 
regulations when the state of emergency ended next 
month. 


He said that although the ANC acknowledged last year 
that the government had succeeded in swinging the 
strategic balance of power in South Africa’s favor, acts of 
terrorism had increased in comparison with the previous 
year. Gen Geldenhuys said the involvement of countries 
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such as Zimbabwe, Zambia, and to some extent 
Botswana, in the revolutionary onslaught against South 
Africa also contributed to instability in southern Africa. 


Malan Reports Subsidies to Black-Oriented Paper 
MB1905 112089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0947 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] House of Assembly May 19 SAPA—The SADF 
spent almost a quarter of a million rand on THE WAR- 
RIOR, a newspaper aimed at blacks, in the 1988/89 
financial year, the minister of defence, Gen Magnus 
Malan, said today in written reply to a question from Mr 
Dave Dalling (DP Sandton). 


He said the SADF spent R240,000 on THE WARRIOR, 
and another R205,648 on direct subsidies to another 14 
publications. A total of 97 publications were financed 
aety through the use of personnel and existing 
acilities. 


Ministers Assess Situation 
MB1805 194089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1840 GMT 18 May 89 


{Interview with RSA Information Minister Stoffel van der 
Merwe and Deputy Law and Order Minister Leon Wessels 
by Clarence Keyter in Cape Town, on the “Network” 
program, date and time not given—video recorded] 


[Text] [Keyter] Welcome to “Network”, Dr Stoffel van 
der Merwe and Mr Leon Wessels. Regarding the news 
conference you held this morning, as far as the national 
management system is concerned, you claim a success of 
the new system. On what basis do you justify that? 


[Wessels] 1 think because we have been successful in 
coordinating the different actions of the welfare depart- 
ments with that of the security departments. The first 
managed to install a feeling of security amongst the 
citizens, the communities, and then started to develop 
the communities. The third [as heard] phase, namely the 
development of a political dispensation, we are busy 
working on. 


[Keyter] Dr van der Merwe, does this mean that the 
securocrats are going to take to the back seats hence- 
forth? 


[Van der Merwe] I’ve got a little bit of a problem with the 
whole term securocrat, but the pint is that the two main 
functions of government are to provide security and to 
provide welfare. In a certain stage of national life, of 
course, security, for instance, will have a priority, as we 
had 2 - 3 years ago. But since the reestablishment of a 
basic degree of law and order, the emphasis has shifted 
towards the welfare of communities, because that is the 
end result that one wants to achieve, is to provide a good 
life for all the citizens. 
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[Keyter] But couldn't one argue that even the national 
management system is still being masterminded by secu- 
rocrats, despite what you said. 


{Van der Merwe] Of course it remains a joint effort, 
because security and welfare is interlinked and so there- 
fore one needs the cooperation of all these departments 
throughout the whole process. And I would like to deny, 
to say, it is not so that the security departments call the 
tune. In fact, they just hold the umbrella under which the 
welfare departments can do their jobs, and the main 
thing is to coordinate the efforts, not only of the security 
with welfare, but also all the government departments so 


that one gets a good job done. 


{Keyter] But Mr Wessels, would you agree that no 
government can operate without security? 


[Wessels] I would argue along the lines that security is 
important, because what one needs is a climate of peace 
and tranquility in which the government can operate. 
But, could | latch ontu what Dr van der Merwe has said 
and state to you that I firmly believe that although the 
welfare departments have become aware of security 
issues, they are not being militarized by the military as 
such. They have their own programs and their own 
agenda and certainly they are individuals, referring to 
the politicians as such, because ultimately decisions are 
taken on a national level in cabinet where the politicians 
take the decisions. 


[Keyter] Speaking about politicians on national level, it 
is well known that the new leader of the National Party 
has never been known as a securocrat. This shift in 
emphasis, is that a logic shift? 


[Van der Merwe] The shift in emphasis already took 
place before the change in leadership, in the sense that 
we went through a phase when security was paramount, 
when that was the first prerequisite. Because you cannot 
continue with welfare activities while there is chaos and 
disorder. But when the basic security had been reestab- 
lished, the emphasis already shifted towards the welfare 
side. Now, Mr De Klerk, the leader of the NP, the future 
state president, of course does not come out of a security 
background, but he is no less aware of the interdepen- 
dence between security and welfare. We are all very 
aware that long-term security cannot be achieved unless 
things go well on the welfare level. 


[Keyter] Based on this claim of the success of the 
national management system and the return to, let’s say, 
relative normality in South Africa, surely the time has 
arrived to lift the present state of emergency. 


[Van der Merwe] Well, I think one should be very careful 
in making that statement. At the moment, with the dead- 
line of the present state of emergency coming up in a few 
weeks time, the government is considering very thoroughly 
all the aspects of the security situation in the country in 
order to decide whether the state of emergency should be 
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reimposed or not. One cannot go ahead without that 
decision, but hhe fact that things are fairly normal, that not 
sO many people die due to unrest in these days is not 
necessarily a full conclusion that you do not need pro- 
longed security arrangements in order to keep your 
umbrella under which you can go ahead with reform. 


[Keyter] Ill return to you in moment, Dr van der 
Merwe... 


{Wessels, interrupting] Could I latch on to that and just 
say on the one hand one is pleased to say that there is a 
fairly positive climate, but on the other hand one cannot 
close one’s eyes for the fact that the main keynote actors 
have not changed their stance on this particular issue. 
They have still got as an objective to make this country 
ungovernable. That remains an objective and therefore 
through security actions we have managed to curtail and 
restrict their activities, but fact of the matter is that there 
are still a number of organizations dormant which could 
be activated within a week. 


[Keyter] Thinking of the possibility of lifting the state of 
emergency, surely there are other laws to curb violence 
and unrest, and at the same time South Africa could 
possibly get the international world off its back by lifting 
the state of emergency? 


[Van der Merwe] It is so that one would perhaps elimi- 
nate a few criticisms if you could lift the state of 
emergency. But what is most important is the welfare in 
the broader sense of the word, of the South African 
community as such. As Mr Wessels has said, we cannot 
afford to let this society lapse into disorder again, just in 
order to avoid a few points of criticism. So, therefore, 
one has look at the situation very deeply and, in fact, 
over the past number of years the government has 
developed ways and means of delving into the soul of 
society, to see what is the latent possibility. Because if 
one would just lift these abnormal measures, and you 
would fall back on normal measures, which are built for 
a normal type of society, it is quite possible that you will 
not be able to contain the renewed, revived, actions. Of 
course, we do have other laws, but our normal legal 
system is intended for a normal state of affairs. If you 
have an abnormal state of affairs, you have to apply 
abnormal! measures. 


[Keyter] The national management system, coming to 
you, Mr Wessels, do you think in terms of political 
reform because of the security or do you work towards 
political reform because of injustice having been done? 


[Wessels] Arguing from this base, as a politician, one 
obviously must have as a launching pad a moral base, 
and therefore we are evolving a political dispensation 
which we believe would be fair to all the citizens of ' 
country. But, obviously, there are certain destabi! 
factors. For example, racial prejudice, the lack of | 

ties, which form rallying points for people to mob: 
and therefore it has security implications. One mus 
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therefore take cognizance of these issues, from a security 
point of view. But that does not say it is the one without 
the other. It is a combination of both really. 


[Keyter] Speaking about the combination, would you 
both agree that the successes of the national management 
system would come to nothing, as a matter of fact, I 
would like to suggest that it would wither, if it does not 
go hand in hand, and along with, rapid and real political 
reform? 


[Van der Merwe] Absolutely. The point is, the ultimate 
goal is to create a society which is just to all its citizens. 
That would automatically also create a secure political 
system in which everybody will also be safe. The ulti- 
mate aim is that of achieving a just society. One cannot 
maintain peace and law and order through security 
action alone. Therefore, the emphasis on building a just 
society, a society in which everybody finds himself in an 
agreeable position, because then security would be the 
automatic result of that. 


COSATU Rejects Finding of Sanctions Poll 
MB1805 174589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1640 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Johannesburg May 18 SAPA—The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions has rejected the Chamber 
of Mines survey on sanctions, saying it was “transpar- 
ently rigged.” 


The survey, conducted by the Gallup organisation, con- 
cluded that more than 89 per cent of South Africa’s 
population was against sanctions and disinvestment. 


COSATU secretary general, Mr Jay Naidoo, comment- 
ing on the report today, said: “The so-called survey of 
attitudes to sanctions and disinvestment is anything but 
an objective scientific survey designed to truly reflect the 
feelings of the people of this country.” 


Mr Naidoo said COSATU had sought expert advice and 
was “of the view that the survey was heavily loaded and 
transparently rigged to come out with the conclusions 
desired by its sponsors.” 


Mr Naidoo said the reason for this became clear if the 
source, the target and the timing of the report were 
considered. “The source of the report was none other 
than the Chamber of Mines, the architect of the cheap 
labour system, the compounds and migrant labour, who 
profess to be concerned about the welfare of blacks now 
that sanctions loom large. 


“The target of the report is all those democratic forces 
opposed to apartheid who are calling for effective inter- 
national action to end the system under which we all 
suffer. The timing of the report is to coincide with the 
visit of anti-apartheid church leaders to America, to try 
and suggest that they speak for no-one but themselves.” 
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Mr Naidoo said the bias and cynicism of this report by 
the chamber of mines was to transparent that it should 
fool no one. “We suggest that if they are truly concerned 
about the plight of the workers, then they should pay 
mine workers a living wage and abolish the feudal 
conditions on the mines.” 


COSATU, UDF Reject Ulundi Venue for Talks 
MB1805082489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0821 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, May 18, SAPA—The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions and the United Democratic 
Front have rejected Ulundi as a possible venue for talks to 
resolve the ongoing factional violence in Natal Province. 


A statement from the two organisations reaching SAPA 
today said COSATU and UDF affiliates met in Durban 
for an urgent meeting to consider their response to the 
“insistence” of Inkatha to hold the joint meeting on May 
20 in Ulundi. 


“Regrettably we are unable to agree to the proposal of 
such a meeting taking place in Ulundi. 


“We believe that it is essential that a non-controversial 
and neutral venue be found,” the statement said. 


“We have indicated that we are prepared to meet in any 
venue in Durban or any other mutually acceptable venue.” 


COSATU and UDF also believed if all parties were serious 
about the peace process—“and we certainly are”--then 
“we will not let the issue of a venue degenerate into an 
insurmountable obstacle that creates any further delay to 
this meeting,” according to the statement. 


Scores of people have died in factional violence in the 
Natal region in recent months. The clashes are blamed 
largely on opposing factions supporting Inkatha and 
UDF/COSATU. 


Chamber of Mines, NUM Contract Talks Begin 
MB1805175789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1724 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Johannesburg May 18 SAPA—Talks between the 
Chamber of Mines and the National Union of Mine- 
workers (NUM), described as the most watched labour 
negotiations, started today. 


Negotiations will involve wage increases of some 
560,000 mineworkers for whom NUM are demanding a 
uniform minimum wage increase to R600 a month for 
underground workers and R543 for surface workers. 
This could result in some of the workers increasing their 


pay packets by nearly 100 percent. 
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NUM General-Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa said that the 
demands were part of a programme to reduce the wage 
gap between various categories of workers and to achieve 
a living wage in the industry by 1991. 


The Chamber is likely to resist these demands by point- 
ing Out that the wages of the semi-skilled and unskilled 
workers have risen sharply over the past years. 


The wage demands are being made at a time when the gold 
price has weakened considerably [words indistinct] band. 
A sharp rise in wages in this stage could threaten about 15 
marginal mines which are also struggling with high pro- 
duction costs and low grade ore, with closure. Closure of 
these mines will place thousands of jobs in jeopardy. 


Botha Names Meiring Cape Province Administrator 
MB1805 160289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1556 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town May 18 SAPA—Mr J.W.H. Meiring, 
deputy minister of foreign affairs and member of parlia- 
ment for Paarl, has been appointed administrator of the 
Cape Province, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said 
in a statement today. 


Mr Botha said the appointment would take effect from 
July 1. Mr Meiring will replace Mr Gene Louw who been 
has appointed minister from the same date. 


NP Elects De Villiers Cape Leader 
MB1905073789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0736 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town May 19 SAPA—Dr Dawie de Villiers, 
the minister of administration and privatisation, was 
unanimously elected acting leader of the Cape National 
Party at a meeting of the party's Cape head committee 
today. 


Dr de Villiers was elected by standing ovation. 


His position of deputy chairman of the Cape NP was 
filled by Mr Eli Louw, minister of transport. 


De Villiers on Commitment to Reform 
MB1905075389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0748 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town May 19 SAPA—The new acting 
leader of the Cape National Party, Dr Dawie de Villiers, 
said today he would continue with the Cape party's 
commitment to reform. 


Shortly after being unanimously elected by standing 
ovation in the party's head council, he said the Cape 
National Party had given direction to reform in South 
Africa. 


“It is a great honour and a great responsibility,” he said. 
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“The NP in the Cape has always played a major role in 
giving the direction and course to reform over the years. 


“I would like to build on that. There is a lot of talent and 
ability in the party and my task is to mobilise it.” 


The party had a long tradition in making a contribution 
towards fairness and reasonableness and had influenced 
the National Party in general on reform. 


“I would like to continue the commitment to reform,” 
Dr de Villiers said. 


Transkei Officials Visit Nelson Mandela 
MB1905062289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2154 GMT 18 May 89 


{Text} Umtata May 18 SAPA—A number of Transkei 
government, tribal and church leaders have visited the 
jailed African National Congress leader, Mr Nelson 
Mandela, since the beginning of this year. 


This was confirmed today by one of those who had 
visited Mr Mandela—Chief Vulindlela Mtirara. 


Chief Mtirara said he would visit Mr Mandela again this 
weekend. He would be accompanied by the bishop of the 
United Methodist Church of Southern Africa, Bishop Don 
Dabula, and an Anglican priest, the Rev A. Nompuku. 


Mr Mandela was also visited earlier this year by the 
acting commander of the Transkei defence force, Briga- 
dier Temba Matanzima. 


And while it could not be confirmed, sources said the 
minister of agriculture and forestry, Chief Ngangomh- 
laba Matanzima, saw the ANC leader today. 


A former leader of the now defunct opposition Demo- 
cratic Progressive Party, Mr A.S. Xobololo, said today 
that Mr Mandela was interested in being briefed on 
current issues relating to the Tembu tribe, of which he is 
senior member. 


“It has been a great joy to be invited by Mr Mandela at 
a time when the clock is turning in the house of Tembu 
and in Transkei in General,” he said. 


Asked for comment on the visits to Mr Mandela, a 
liaision officer for the South African Prisons Service, 
Major Dave Smith, said last night visits to prisoners 
were regarded as a private matter and to give details of 
them would be to intrude on the privacy of Mr Mandela. 


Recently Deposed Tembu Chief Missing 
MB1905 100089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] The recently deposed paramount chief of the 
Tembus is missing. Senior members of his family are to 
visit Nelson Mandela soon. 
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Mtirara was deposed as paramount chief in Tembuland 
last week and resigned shortly afterwards. Now, his 
family say he has disappeared. Mtirara was last seen on 
13 May at his brother’s home. Police arrived and asked 
him to sign some documents. He hasn’t been seen since. 
Police have denied arresting him, and it is believed he 
might have fled Transkei. 


Mtirara’s rival, Bulelakhanya Dalindyebo, is due to be 
designated the new paramount chief next week, and a 
regent will be appointed to act for him. 


Mobil Strikes ‘Set to Grow’ 
MB1905075989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0753 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Durban May 19 SAPA—The workers’ strike at 
Mobil Oil plants looks set to grow following the over- 
whelming vote in favour of strike action by two of the 
company’s Durban divisions. 


A spokesman for the Chemical Workers’ Industrial 
Union said today the 300 workers at the refining and 
marketing divisions of Mobil’s Island View plant voted 
97 percent in favour of strike action. 


He said a decision would be taken later today about the 
next step to be followed. 


The results were announced today after three days of 
balloting which began on 17 May. 


Workers at nine Mobil distribution depots in the Trans- 
vaal have been on strike for five days. This week they 
were joined by their fellow workers in the Eastern Cape. 


Subsequent to the strike ballot, Durban could be the next 
to join the industrial action today. 


Meanwhile, the strike of about 1,000 workers at Mondi 
Paper Mill in Merebank ended today, the sixth day, at 
6am [0400 GMT]. And more than 350 workers who have 
been on strike for more than a week at Blaikie-Johnstone 
in Mobeni also returned to work today. 


‘Uncontrollable’ Students Force KwaZulu Closings 
MB1905091389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0911 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Durban May 19 SAPA—Classes have been sus- 
pended at Four Umlazi high schools because the children 
there are “uncontrollable”, KwaZulu police said today. 


(Umlazi is a giant African “city” south of Durban which 
falls into KwaZulu territory). 


Menzi High School, Ekwazini Secondary School, Kwash- 
aka High School and Vela Vahlieke had all been closed, 
according to KwaZulu police. 
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Black Education Faces Population ‘Explosion’ 
MB1905 100289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0926 
GMT 19 May 89 


{Text} Pretoria May 19 SAPA—Black education in 
South Africa, including the self governing territories, is 
faced with a population explosion of about 6 million 
pupils by the year 2000. 


The deputy minister of education, Sam de Beer, said at 
the opening of Hlomphanang Secondary School in Shos- 
hanguve near Pretoria this morning this effectively 
meant at least 250,000 additional pupils had to be 
accommodated each year. 


This required an additional 200 to 300 large schools and 
8,000 new teachers each year, the minister was quoted as 
saying by SABC radio news. 


Mr de Beer said the emphasis in education had ww 
shifted from literacy training to career oriented educa 
tion. 


This was in keeping with the trend in South Africa of a 
rapid change into an industrialised and technological 
society. 


He said in order to meet the rapidly changing career 
requirements, pupils, teachers, parents and the commu- 
nity had to act together to assist in the provisica of 
education. 


Another important element of education was to prepare 
the pupil for a new social and political dispensation in 
South Africa. 


April Trade Surplus Drop 51 Percent 
MB1805 151189 Johan SAPA in English 
1417 GMT 18 May 89 


{Text] Johannesburg May 18 SAPA—South Africa’s 
trade surplus in April showed a decline of 51 per cent 
over March’s figure. 


However April’s R818 million figure is 43 per cent up on 
April 1988’s R462 million. The March 1989 surplus was 
R1,675 million. 


The surplus for the first four months of the year was 
R3,581 million compared to R2,778 million for the same 


period last year. 


Exports in April totaled 4,510 million rand, against 
3,3321 million rand a year earlier, while imports 
amounted to 3,692 million rand, compared with 2,859 
million rand in April 1988. 
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Exports during the first four months of 1989 amounted 
to 17,289 million rand, against 14,314 million rand a 
year earlier. Imports totalled 13,707 million rand, com- 
pared with 11,536 million rand during the first four 
months of 1988. 


Trust Bank economist Nick Barnard told SAPA that items 
such as diamond sales were not reflected in the customs 
and excise He said that last year they had 
amounted to about R200 million a month and that figures 
of the same order could be expected in the current year. 


He pointed out that an outflow of R10 billion a year 
could be expected on the services account, which meant 
that the total surplus for 1989 would have to reach R14 
billion in order to reach the target of R4 billion on the 
current account of the balance of payments. This aver- 
aged at about R 1.2 billion a month. The average for 1989 
so far is R895 million a month plus an estimated R200 
million for diamonds, giving a monthly average of just 
under R1.1 billion. 


Mr Barnard pointed out that the second quarter of the 
year was generally quiet and that an improvement could 
be expected in the third quarter of the year. 


Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1905 105389 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


CP Mast Reject AWB Sapport—“It would be interesting 
to know whether Dr Andries Treurnicht, the leader of 
the Conservative Party, intends to go on accepting the 

of the AWB,” states the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 19 May. 
“We have told Dr Treurnicht before today that a party, 
like an individual, is known by the friends it keeps. And 
if the AWB is a friend, then its bad image will tarnish the 
CP. It is time to break the CP’s ties with the AWB even 
if it costs the CP votes and even if it means that Mr 
Terreblanche will probably then stand for Parliament.” 


THE STAR 


Lifting of State of Emergency—“‘Only the optimists will 
believe that the could be lifted in three weeks’ 
time,” claims Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 19 
May in a page 8 editorial. “Especially with an election 
pending in which ‘security’ will be a key issue for the 
ruling party and the ruling white electorate it is courting, 
a return to more normal politics and the rule of law 
seems too much to hope for.” “South Africans can think 
of normality only once normal internal politics are again 
possible. Besides releasing key black leaders and scrap- 
ping racist laws, that also means lifting the emergency.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


State Mast Focus on Domestic Economic Policy —Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 19 May in a page 
6 editorial states: “On all considerations the U.S. dollar 
is set firm for a long bull ride. And according to Johan- 
nesburg forex dealers, there is nothing our own central 
bank or even those of the G7 countries can do, or 
necessarily would want to do, to check its advance.” “To 
add to the gloom, Customs and Excise figures showed 
that SA’s trade surplus for April halved to R817.4m after 
trebling in March to R1.67bn on the strength of unusu- 
ally high diamond sales.” “It is to the question of sound 
domestic economic policy that government should turn 
its attention.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Labor's Budget Strategy Limited —“The Labour Party's 
refusal last week to pass the constitutional development 
budget was hailed as a new sign that it is a growing thorn 
in the Nat’s side,” says Steven Friedman in the “Worm’s 
Eye” on page 12 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English for 19-25 May. But “the incidence may say as 
much about the limits of Labour's strategy in parliament 
as it does about its potential. For, while this was the first 
time a black house of t refused to pass a 
budgei, it may also be the last. If a house blocks a budget, 
the state president can dissolve it.” “Labour was, there- 
fore, bold enough to block Heunis’ budget only because 
a general election is pending and the House of Represen- 
tatives is going to be dissolved soon whatever it does. A 
tactic which can be used for a few months cvery five 
years is hardly likely to do much to frustrate the Nats.” 
Friedman points out that the Labor Party's influence 
“lies not in threatening the system itself, but in using it to 
block Nat actions which would further slow change.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Editorial on Economy—‘‘The relentless fall in the rand to 
near Rubicon levels is a barometer of political failure on 
the part of government which threatens to worsen at still 
greater cost to us all,” says Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
English on 17 May tie berate “Once again the 
economy is reflecting the frightening reality of unafford- 
able political policies which continue to hamstring our 
ability to compete in a fiercely competitive id. The 
outcome, of course, is innevitable. We fac ynse- 
quences unless government can muster | ge to 
gasp the nettle of genuine reform, subordinating its 
ears of the misguided right to the need for an econom- 
ically and morally viable existence.” 


Criticism of De Klerk Departure From Party—On the 
same page, Anthony Johnson comments in his 
“Midweek Politics” column on Professor Wimpie de 
Klerk’s departure from the Democratic Party, saying 
“Professor de Klerk who played a key role in facilitating 
the formation of the new party, has now become a 
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leading proponent of the ‘Give F.W. A Chance’ line.” 
“Perhaps the kindest thing that can be said about this 
remarkable chameleon stunt is ti.ut blood is thicker than 
water.” 


NEW NATION 


NP Disguises Apartheid—“So the Nationalists want the 
world to see it as moving away from apartheid, but, at 
the same time, assure its voters that the apartheid system 
is here to stay,” says Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English for 19-25 May in a page 6 editorial. “In other 
words, they want to continue with apartheid, but dressed 
in different and more acceptable attire'” “As far as the 
Nationalists are concerned the masses are fragmented, 
incoherent and reeling from the state of emergency. It is 
and formed undemocratic forums claiming to be repre- 
senting us, and have even introduced themselves as 
candidates to negotiate with the government on our 


Manicipal Elections Basis for Black Forem— “What 
makes the existence of the National Forum for Black 
Leaders so remarkable is that it is the first time that 
many black leaders came forward in an organized man- 
ner to talk with the authorities about the country’s 
constitution,” says yA Town DIE BURGER in Afri- 
kaans on 17 May in a page 14 editorial. “More impor- 
tantly, they did this on their own and spontaneously. 
What made it possible? The basis for this positive 

can be found in the first black municipal 
doctions of 1968. Useen tlacks acre given the epperte- 
nity to get together on a limited but encouraging scale to 
appoint their own representatives.” Democratic Party 
‘Crembling’—Columnist Dawie writes in his “From My 
Political Pen” column on the same page that the Dem- 
ocratic Party is “experiencing so much adversity that it 
appears political catasrophe is on the way.” “The shriller 
the Democratic Party attacks, the more certain the signs 
that this left-wing party is about to break up. Like in the 
past, it happens precisely when the opposition claims the 
NP is crumbling. The exact opposite is taking place in 
the NP that wants to continue with a dynamic and new 
leadership.” 


Education System Discrimination—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 18 May in a page 8 editorial 
refers to the establishment of free settlement areas, 
pointing out that Education and Culture Minister Piet 
Clase said it would be “irresponsible” to allow only some 
individuals into a couple of schools and not allow the 
broad masses. Clase also warned of the “creation of 
misplaced expectations and discrimination when choos- 
ing black individuals for schools.” “Such dangers must 
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not be ignored, but the present system also has short- 
comings,” says BEELD. “There is also an element of 
discrimination because the standard of white education 
is higher than that of blacks.” 


ILANGA 


F.W. de Klerk Control of NP Reias—Durban ILANGA 
in Zulu for 15-17 May in a page 4 editorial asks: “Just 
what can be concluded from this exodus of ministers 
from cabinet? Rumor has it that “things are not so good 
within the National Party“, and “there is much wran- 
gling for posts.“* ILANGA believes F.W. de Klerk is “in 
full control of party reins and the old guard is being 
jostled out of powerful cabinet posts. There are indica- 
tions that all this is taking place with the approval of the 
NP caucus.“ 


Parties Reject Ban on Travel to India 
MB1805202289 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] The decision by the Indian government to reaf- 
firm an earlier ban on visits to India by members of the 
House of Delegates has been condemned by Solidarity 
and the Democratic Party. The decision follows direct 
representations to the Indian government by the Natal 
Indian Congress, the Transvaal Indian Congress and 
affiliated organizations. 


[Begin video recording] [Solidarity Party leader J.N. 
Reddy] I grant the extraparliamentary forces the right to 
have gone to India and put forward their point of view. 
However, what is important is that the other side must 
be heard, and if we are affordered that opportunity we 
would certainly be able to go there and put forwared our 
point of view as to why we believe we are to participate 
and what we are doing to resolve the political impasse in 
this country, because our goals are the same. The strategy 
is different, and because our strategy is different, you 
know, we should not be condemned. 


[Unidentified reporter] So how do you see the prospects 
for normal relations between the countries? 


[Reddy] Its hardly likely to have any influence, because 
India is far out of touch with the more recent thinking of 
countries like Britain and the U.S. and other nations 
concerned with the resolution of the impasse in southern 
Africa, who believe that change must come about as the 
result of dialogue and discussion involving all South 
Africans and that the solution must be a peaceful one. 

And only countries who can contribute in some way or 
the other towards bringing the various factions together 
around the negotiating table in South Africa can claim to 
be doing something, and India is not involved in any- 
thing like that, and therefore her inputs are virtually nil 
and will not influence change in South Africa. 


[Reporter] How fundamental an impact would this isola- 
tion campaign have for political change in this country? 


Meiring on Prospects for Expanding Foreign Ties 
MB1805 143689 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 18 May 89 


{Interview with South African Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Kobus Meiring by Amin Nanakchand; date 
place not indicated; no opening question as heard— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Meiring] On recent trips to various African 
States, and in our dealings with these states, it is very 
clear that African states are very impressed by the way in 
which South Africa has conducted these negotiations. It 
is very clear to them that South Africa has kept abso- 
lutely to the point of the Brazzaville Protocol and the 
later protocols of New York; to every single agreement. 
South Africa has in every respect kept to every point. 
You see, the successful situation in Namibia, in South- 
West Africa, certainly holds the key to peace in southern 
Africa. Peace in South-West Africa/Namibia, in Angola, 
is very important. But that is only the first step. From 
here we have to go to other areas, all around us. But the 
key is certainly the situation in western southern Africa. 


{[Nanakchand] Up to now, South Africa has had a sort of 
favorable run in establishing contacts, friendships, and 
mutual cooperation agreements with many African 
countries. Can this be regarded as a foundation, a 
springboard, “or more open dealings with the rest of the 
continent? 


{Meiring] Oh yes, certainly. I have no doubt that many of 
these African states have been saying to us: Look, we are 
most interested in what's happening in South-West 
Africa. If you can have success there we can take our 
discussions further. Not that those discussions haven't 
been taking place. They have been taking place, but they 
see this as a precondition for further discussions, and 
they are very much aware of exactly what is going on. On 
a recent trip to one neighboring state, | was iripressed by 
the detailed knowledge of exactly what these people had 
of discussions that took place just a day or two earlier in 
the northern part of Namibia. So it is very encouraging 
that these people are most interested in the whole thing. 


[Nanakchand] So, in real terms, what headway are you 
making in establishing closer ties with our neighbors, 
and at home? 


What impact are these perceptions having at the moment? 


[Meiring}] Well, can I say that there are certainly some 

countries that are trying to bar us from making a success 

of this. But, I would say in general, and including the big 
, -pe er 


taken seriously. But then, if I can say this, it’s one thing 
to build the bridges to our neighbors, to show the world 
that we can live in peace with our neighbors. But it is just 
as important, what is happening internally in South 
Africa. People are beginning to understand that it's 
much better to create an atmosphere internationally, 
within which those changes can take place within South 
Africa, than to try and use methods which will have just 


or Would the establishment in 1992 of the 
Economic Community [word indistinct] have 


a pivotal role in our favor, as far as this is concerned? 


{Meiring) That's a very interesting question, and very 
difficult to answer at this stage. There are certainly certain 
things going to happen in Europe in the next 4 years, which 
will have an effect on their relations with South Africa. As 
you know, there are certain countries in Europe who feel 
differently about South Africa than others, and it is going 
to depend on where the weight is. I believe that the weight 
Se, ee ee oe 
that all depends on what's a 
years within South Africa itself. 


Japan is the world’s largest importer of platinum, which 
primarily is used for jewellery and industrial products. 
South Africa is the world’s largest producer of platinum. 
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Jerry Matsila, a Tokyo representative of the African 


South Africa had a trade surplus of 413 million 
(R1032 million) in 1987 and Japan had a surplus of 115 
million dollars (R287 million) in 1982. 


Detailed official statistics show the drop in overall trade 
in 1988 was largely due to a drastic decline in direct 
imports of precious metals from South Africa. 


from South Africa fell 14.5 percent. This was mainly due 
to a 40.7 percent decline in the dollar value of platinum 
imports and an 84.3 percent drop in the dollar value of 
gold imports. 


Gold imports from South Africa constituted 21.2 per- 
cent of Japan's total imports from that country in 1987 
and 14.4 percent in 1988. Platinum imports from South 
Africa were 10.7 percent of Japan's total imports from 
that country in 1987 and 3.3 percent in 1988. 


Critics and scholars closely following the trade contro- 
versy say Japan only shifted its source of platinum and 
gold from South Africa to third countries, many of which 
import these precious metals from South Africa. 
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MPLA Units Plunder Civilian Property in Benguela 
MB1905063289 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 19 May 89 


MPLA chieftains expect an accute shortage of food and 
are demanding residents to pay taxes in the form of 
foodstuffs, like in the days of colonial exploitation. 


FRG Citizens Detained Near Ruacana 


MB1805112589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1116 GMT 18 May 89 


A spokesman for the administrator-general’s office in 
Windhoek said the two persons were probably visiting 
the Ruacana Falls and unknowingly crossed the border 
between the two countries. 


They were arrested on the Angolan side of the border just 
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concluded 7 years later in 1982. The project was 
financed by countries such as Canada, France, the FRG, 

and others, to the tune of 37 million francs, about 98 
ih cal 


war and instability in the country. Deputy Foreign 
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[Forbe] What especially hasn't been done yet? 


[Bakwira}] As | said, the conditions of security do not 
exist. There have been several cases of intimidation by 
the police and also, as you know, the law of amnesty has 
not been yet. And until such time that ai‘ 
conditions of the safety and security, until such time that 
the amnesty law has been declared, we cannot return 
Namibians back home. We are hoping that these condi- 
tions could be met in the coming days so that we can 
start, hopefully before the end of this month. 


[Forbe] How many refugees do you expect to be dealing 
with’ 


Pienaar Says UN 
MB1805201789 Wi Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 18 may 89 


rges End to West's UNITA Sappert 
MB1705 180489 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 17 May 89 


[Text] A communique released at the end of a meeting in 
Lusaka |0-i1 May says the Frontline defense and secu- 
rity ministers called on the West to stop : 
UNITA, in Angola, to help implement that 
: ond oatteme’ iat No 
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cive to the process of free elections. 


The Frontline defense and security ministers called on 
the minority regime in South Africa to abandon its 
apartheid policy and begin immediate contacts with the 
leaders of South Africa's black majority. 
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The last meeting of the Frontline defense and security 
ministers had analyzed southern Africa’s political situa- 
tion and was held in the Mozambican capital in Septem- 
ber last year. 


Fue! Prices Increase 18 to 24 Percent 
MB1805 184089 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Zambia has announced an increase in the price of 
petrol and other fuel products of between 18 and 24 
percent. Premium petrol in Zambia will now cost $0.52 
a liter. Fuel prices were :aised in December last year by 
28 percent. 


Troops Enter Mozambique in Pursuit of MNR 
MB1805201089 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Zambian troops crossed into Mozambique on 
Tuesday [16 May] to pursue a group of armed bandits 
that murdered four zambian citizens and kidnapped a 
woman. According to Alex Shapi, Zambian secretary of 
state for defense and security, the armed bandits 
attacked a village near Petauke town in Zambia. 


It will be recalled that Zambia said in July last year that 
its troops killed 70 armed bandits in retaliatory attacks 
in Tete Province. The armed bandits have also been 
murdering civilians in Zimbabwe. 


Zimbabwe 


Nonaligned Committee for Palestine Meets 
LD1805213789 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1627 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Harare, May 18 (TANJUG)—The non-aligned 
nine-member ministerial committee for Palestine, 
Yugosalvia’s Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Budimir Loncar among them, met here today to discuss 
the present situation in the Middle East, particularly so 
in the occupied territories, and diplomatic actions being 
taken for the purpose of convening an international 
conference. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Faruk Qaddumi, foreign minister of the new state of 
Palestine, submitted a report on talks between the PLO 
and the (?U.S.) administration and assessed that the 
Situation is somewhat more favourable, but concrete 
actions still lag behind. In his opinion, the current 
U.S.-Soviet contacts encompass the Middle East as part 
of coming globally to terms. However, any major moves 
cannot be expected of the U.S. in the foreseeable future 
since, he said, the Washington government has other 
priorities, internally above all. 


“We will continue our dialogue with Washington,” Qad- 
dumi said, “But a thing indispensable is that the non- 
aligned countries, through the United Nations and other 
forums, keep holding the question of an international 
conference open.” 


In his estimate, there have been some positive signs on 
the Israeli side as well, but all of this is still far away from 
an encouragement needed. 


The committee members should continue their consul- 
tations until the Belgrade non-aligned summit, it was 
agreed. 


Renamo ‘Bandits’ Kill 2 in 16 May Raid 
MB1805 182089 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Renamo bandits murdered two people and 
injured one when they attacked (?7Momo) village in the 
[name indistinct] district on Tuesday [16 May] night. 
Police say the names of the deceased are Comrade 
Jessica Kurangana aged 45, and her 4-month-old baby, 
Esther. The bandits arrived at the village at about 1900 
in the evening and started firing indiscriminately, killing 
the two and injuring a man, [name indistinct]. After the 
attack, the bandits, looted property worth 200 dollars. 
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Benin 
Kerekou Receives Burkinabe Envoy 


AB 1805220689 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] The Burkinabe state secretary for livestock, Ama- 
dou Maurice Guiao, was this afternoon received by 
President Mathieu Kerekou. Mr Guiao was led to the 
president’s office by Comrade Gandonou Kodja, our 
minister of rural development and cooperatives. Follow- 
ing the audience, the Burkinabe state secretary for live- 
stock said that he came to deliver a message from 
President Blaise Compaore to his Beninese counterpart, 
Mathieu Kerekou. He also pointed out that the message 
dealt with the revival of the Economic Community of 
Livestock and Meat, which was created by the heads of 
state of the Entente Council. Amadou Maurice Guiao is 
the chairman of the Community’s Council of Ministers. 


Burkina Faso 


News Receives Equipment 
AB1805181189 Dakar PANA in English 1534 GMT 
18 May 89 


[Text] , 18 May (AIB/PANA)—The 
BURKINA FASO NEWS AGENCY (AIB) on Thursday 
received working equipment valued at 14,674,965 francs 
CFA (more than 46,000 US dollars) which was handed 
over by the UNESCO representative in Burkina Faso, 
Mr Youssouf Diarre. 


The equipment included two “Suzuki” vehicles, nine 
teleprinters and receivers, provided under the West and 
Central African News Agency Development (WANAD) 
Programme, which was jointly launched by UNESCO 
and the Federal Republic of Germany in 1984. 


The WANAD project, whose headquarters is in Benin, 
covers news agencies in Benin, Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Togo, Nigeria, 
Niger, Mali, Guinea-Bissau and Burkina Faso. 


Speaking during the hand-over ceremony, Burkina’s 
minister of information and culture, Mrs Beatrice 
Damiba hoped the equipment would enable the agency 
to cover events all over the country, balance the infor- 
mation flow between the capital and open up the West 
African nation in the information sector. 


FRG Donates Information Equipment 
AB1805 150589 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 18 May 89 


[Summary] The FRG this morning donated a consign- 
ment of information equipment worth 184 million CFA 
francs. The ceremony took place at the Ministry of 
Information and Culture and was attended by the min- 
ister of information and culture, the secretary of state for 
culture, and the FRG ambassasor to Burkina Faso. The 
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equipment includes such light and heavy units as radio 
sets, a bus, a powerful generating set, cameras, and 
complete equipment for video coverage. 


Mali 


Traore Receives Mauritanian, Senegslese Ministers 
AB1805205389 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Senegalese and Mauritanians this morning met at 
the Presidency, from where Souleymane Kantara Cis- 
soko has just come. 


[{Cissoko] Yes, the president of the Republic, General 
Moussa Traore, today received the Mauritanian and 

ministers of interior, Colonel Djibril Ould 
Abdellahi and Andre Sonko, respectively. The audience 
took place in the presence of Colonel Issa Ongoiba, 
minister of territorial administration and basic develop- 
ment, and of General Abdoulaye Ouologuem, minister 
delegate at the Ministry of National Defense. The head 
of state thanked the Senegalese and Mauritanian peoples 
and their respective presidents for having agreed to send 
their ministers of interior to Bamako to find, in a family 
setting, the best ways and means of restoring harmony to 
our subregion following the regrettable incidents that 
took place recently between our united peoples, who 
cannot be separated or set against each other. 


The countries of the subregion in general, and Mali and 
Senegal in particular, have decided to build their com- 
mon destiny on the general ideals of solidarity and 
brotherhood, for these are peoples who have blood 
relations as well as geographical, historical, cultural, and 
spiritual affiliations, President Moussa Traore stated. 
These factors must enable everyone to calm down and 
work toward the achievement of peace, mutual under- 
standing, and harmony in order not to compromise 
today’s achievements and imperil the future, the head of 
state remarked to the emissaries of Presidents Abdou 
Diouf and Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya. 


As you can see, the Bamako meeting attests to the firm 
willingness of the three heads of state to act fully in the 
supreme interests of the peoples of Mali, Senegal, and 
Mauritania, and to promote peace, stability, understand- 
ing, and cooperation in order to foster good-neighborli- 
ness in the interest of development. 


Talks ‘Inconclusive’ 
AB1905095789 Paris AFP in English 0820 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Text] Bamako, May 19 (AFP)—Senior officials from 
Senegal and Mauritania were expected to leave here 
Friday after apparently inconclusive talks on ending a 
conflict that has left more than 200 dead and 67,000 
refugees since mid-April. 
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Senegalese Interior Minister Andre Sonko and Maurita- 
nia’s Minister minister of interior, post and telecommu- 
nications, Djibril Ould Abdellahi, were summoned to 
meet President Moussa Traore of Mali late Thursday 
after negotiating from separate rooms through Malian 
officials, reliable sources said. 


An official communique quoted General Traore, who 
currently chairs the Organisation of African Unity, as 
saying that all three countries were “bound by ideals of 
solidarity and brotherhood, the roots of which are ties of 
blood as well as geographical, historical, cultural and 
spiritual links.” 


Appealing for “calm, peace and mutual understanding,” 
President Traore urged Senegal and Mauritania “not to 
compromise the present nor insult the future.” 


The ministers did not resume talks after meeting the 
president. 


Malian sources had earlier said the Senegalese wanted an 
international commission to determine who was to 
blame for what they called a “genocide” of Senegalese in 
Mauritania. 


The Mauritanians for their part insisted that Senegal 
concede that the toll of Mauritanian deaths in Senegal 
was higher than the 60 generally admitted. 


Mauritania also wanted Senegal to recognise that some 
of the 30,000 Mauritanians repatriatd after the blood- 
shed were stripped of their belongings, the sources said. 


The Mauritanian and Senegalese delegations were 
expected to leave Bamako on Friday. 


Malian sources expected little progress in the discussions 
and said Mali would attempt no more than to persuade 
the two sides to maintain a limited agreement reached 
through its mediation last week. 


This calls for a phased withdrawal of troops to 10 
kilometres (six miles) from the border between Senegal 
and Mauritania and an end to inflammatory press cam- 
paigns which contributed to nationwide race riots, loot- 
ings and murder in both countries. 


Mali also hopes to arrange a meeting between Presidents 
Abdou Diouf of Senegal and Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed 
Taya of Mauritania. 


PRC Donates Drugs, Medical Equipment 
AB1805220189 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 18 May 89 


[Summary] The People’s Republic of China today 
donated a large consignment of drugs and medical equip- 
ment to Mali. At the handing over ceremony, the Chi- 
nese economic advisor said that this was a gesture of 
friendship toward our country and shows the friendship 
that exists between the Malian and Chinese peoples. 
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New Ruling Body Replaces Supreme Military Council 
AB1805 165089 Niamey Domestic Service in French 


1200 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Council of National 
Orientation [Conseil Supreme d’Orientation Nation- 
ale—CSON] today, 18 May 1989, signed an ordinance 
on the organization of public power. According to this 
ordinance, until the establishment of new authorities 
and institutions envisaged in the draft constitution, the 
CSON, which was envisaged in the national charter, will 
assume the powers previously exercised by the Supreme 
Military Council. 


The head of state is the chairman of the CSON. The 
CSON chairman presides over cabinet meetings, signs 
ordinances and decrees, and appoints civilian and mili- 
tary functionaries of the state. He represents the state in 
its international relations. The CSON chairman 
appoints by decree a government responsible for the 
application of the directives of the CSON and the 
implementation of the nation’s policies in conformity 
with the fundamental principles of the national charter. 


The government is composed of a prime minister, one or 
several ministers of state, ministers, and secretaries of 
state appointed by decree. The established authorities 
will coniinue to exercise their present duties and assign- 
ments until the establishment of new authorities and 
institutions. Current laws remain in force unless new 
texts are introduced. 


Illegal Airstrip Discovered Near Border 
AB1805 121289 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 18 May 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The REPUBLIC writes on the discovery of an 
illegal airstrip in a Nigerian border town between Sokoto 
and Niger Republic. It believes that the construction of 
the airstrip was made possible through the economic 
power of smugglers. The REPUBLIC calls for full inves- 
tigation into the case to prevent any recurrence. 


Defense Talks With Romania Begin 
AB1805 121489 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Talks have begun between Nigeria and Romania 
on defense cooperation. An eight-man delegation on a 
5-day official visit to Nigeria is holding talks with 
defense officials in Lagos. The Romanian delegation is 
led by Colonel General (Ase Meleya), while the Nigerian 
side is led by the minister of defense and chairman joint 
chief of staff, Lieutenant General Domkat Ya Bali. 


* Officers’ Removal Causes Concern in Casamance 
34190192c Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
23 Mar 89 p 3 


[Article by O. Diatta: “Concern in Casamance”] 


[Text] If there is one subject that stirs up conversation in 
Ziguinchor these days it is undoubtedly the “affair” of 
the high-ranking officers. Three of the five officers 
involved—Lieutenant Colonel Didier Bambassy, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Francois Gomis and General Tavarez— 
came from this region. For a whole week now everyone 
in the region has been tuning their radios to foreign 
broadcasts and devouring independent newspapers in 
hopes of learning more of the ins and outs of the 
business. Everyone is closely following the situation and 
seems to be wondering what could have been the motive 
behind the arrests. A feeling of discontent and uncer- 
tainty can be discerned in the populace. The most 
alarmist see in the arrests “a further demonstration of 
the government’s contempt for the people of Casa- 
mance.” In some circles people are even recalling and 
defending the words of Father Diamacoune that 
appeared in SOPI: “Abdou Diouf is widening the gulf 
between north and south.” Meanwhile, the rupture 
within the armed forces at Ziguinchor after the setback 
of 19 December reportedly led to General Seck’s hurried 
and secret visit to Ziguinchor on 16 January. The nam- 
ing of Colonel Ousmane Ndoye, commander of the 
southern military zone, to the commission of inquiry is 
being touted as evidence “of the ethnic nature of the 
affair.” In any event, Casamance, which is impatiently 
awaiting the arrival of the independent newspapers, is 
holding its breath and attentively following this affair, 
which in the event of a negative outcome could have 
serious consequences in the southern part of the country, 
where tension is already quite high. 


* Wade Motives About Secret Talks Questioned 
34190193a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
16 Mar 89 p I 


{Article by Babacar Toure: “The Massacre Game”} 
[Text] What makes Abdoulaye Wade run? 


The response which comes to mind is clear: Power. 
However, judging by events in the last few days, one 
might be inclined to be less certain. The strategy of 
harassment and of extravagant promises, which the PDS 
[Senegalese Democratic Party] has adopted, lead more 
than one observer to wonder whether Mr Wade really 
wants power in its shared form, or whether he wants to 
exploit popular disconteat by any possible means until 
power, all the power, falls into his hands. The decision to 
make public all contact with the government and its 
representatives seems to derive from an obvious refusal 
to negotiate. Are Abdoulaye Wade and his allies con- 
vinced that the regime is finished and that one only 
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needs to increase tensions for it to...(sic) give up its 
position? This question is all the more germane since one 
of his principal allies, the Democratic League, is calling 
for a government of national union excluding the Social- 
ist Party [PS], to the sole advantage of what he calls the 
“forces of change.” 


If such an outlook is the basis of Mr Wade’s current 
attitude, recent history will provide him food for 
thought. In fact, the regime of Najibullh, although iso- 
lated, and having lost both the military support of the 
Soviet Union and the control of more than one third of 
Afghan territory, is still holding out and the Islam 
guerrilla will surely need to negotiate. But then Dakar is 
not Kabul. This country is a democratic land, despite its 
convulsions and its crises that are part of the normal 
evolution of a process that cannot abide consistency. Its 
rules and reactions are to be improved, rather than the 
system. At the risk of passing for “keepers of con- 
sciences” we have always preached that one must criti- 
cize in order to construct. As Senegalese concerned over 
the future of our country. Simply that. Because calamity 
spares no one! What is happening threatens to throw our 
country into the unknown. Everything is happening as if, 
inspired by the exclusivist practices of the PS-State, the 
latter’s adversaries decided to adopt the very things they 
condemn in it: exclusivity, intolerance, and excesses. 


However, things are not that simple. In deciding to 
dismiss the Socialist Party in order to create an opening, 
Abdou Diouf wished to give himself a sufficient margin 
of maneuver to consider the indispensable reforms 
needed for the resumption of activities in the country, 
and to negotiate a freeing up of the situation without the 
risk of the PS apparatus’ challenging his efforis. To do 
this, and until there is proof to the contrary, Abdou 
Diouf and his supporters counted in particular on the 
opposition. Especially on Wade and his allies. [as pub- 
lished] Wade and his allies are imposing a double threat 
on the political situation by failing to take into consid- 
eration the distinctions existing within the ruling class, 
and to assist the little steps of the Socialist Party’s 
general secretary, and, if necessary, give him a hand. 
[There is} a risk of institutional destablization. A risk of 
violent and suicidal encounters whose beneficiaries will 
be neither Senegales democracy nor the political parties. 
In this connection, giving the word to demonstrate 
constitutes a risky course, because minds are already 
prepared for it. Acts of vandalism that have destroyed 
property and persons (Senegalese and foreign) constitute 
a painful episode harmful to the image of our country. 
The immense hope, quickly dispelled, raised by the 
announcement of a government of national union should 
make one recognize that this represents a profound hope 
of our people. That is why, by manipulating events with 
impudence, one can end up by discrediting something 
that is both a hope and an important step toward the 
resolution of our problems. By bringing before the public 
false information and information mixed with other 
unverified reports, did Wade wish to render the negoti- 
ations irreversible and give guarantees to his supporters, 
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or did he fall into the trap of provocateurs who certainly 
do not seek the situation’s normalization, for which they 
would bear the brunt? The answer will be long in coming 
since the meanderings of Senegalese politics are hard to 
analyze. 


One thing is certain. There indeed were contacts between 
Messrs Collin and Wade in Paris. Just as Ahmed Khalifa 
Niasse did indeed interpose meditztion. And the propos- 
als revealed by Wade could certainly have been envis- 
aged, or indeed explored. But does that constitute an 
agreement? Why is it that Wade, who had firmly 
resolved (Monday 13 March) no longer to talk with 
intermediaries, took advantage of the occasion of a 
meeting with an emissary—who, however, denies that he 
is One—to announce such an important thing? Should 
not the personality of Khalifa Niasse lead one to greater 
circumspection? Mr Wade himself described him as an 
adventurer during the affair of the Libyans on the eve of 
the elections. 


In any event, whether an attempted bluff, or a dangerous 
but welli-considered show, Wade goes on and signs! The 
PDS leader is in danger of coming off badly in this 
operation. Is the game worth the candle? Mr. Wade, who 
has accustomed us to upheavals of unprecedented situ- 
ations, must still have some tricks up his sleeve. At least 
the idea of a government of national union is in people's 
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heads, and in attributing the idea to Messrs. Collin and 
Diouf, he appears in the eyes of his supporters as having 
had “a proposal made to him” 21d thus he was not doing 
the asking. A requirement of politics. That is why 
everything is not lost, far from it! At the height of the 
agitation, Wade reiterated his readiness to meet Presi- 
dent Diouf the very day of his arrival (at 23:00 as agreed, 
he said). 


For its part, the government, with President Abdoulaye 
Diouf at its head, should not fall into subjectivism. The 
error of 14 March (if there was an error) should not lead 
one to throw the baby out with the bathwater. Not only 
is dialogue with the opposition a requirement of the hour 
in order to reconcile the Senegalese and put them back to 
work; but also one must not lose sight of that fact that it 
includes going through Mr. Abdoulay Wade and the PDS 
who constitute a principal factor, which cannot be by- 
passed, in the search for negotiated solutions for the 
political crisis Senegal is traversing. 


Considering all the perils threatening us, it is time to 
realize that no party, no man, however providential, 
holds the solutions to our problems in his hands alone. 
Therefore, it becomes imperative to seek to stop the 
game of massacre. If only everyone were worrying about 
Senegal and its future. 
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